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using the same work bridge used for surface texturing. Do not work the 

concrete surface once the evaporation retardant has been applied. 

Apply interim and final curing in accordance with Section 420.4.J, 

“Curing Concrete.” 

The Contractor is responsible for the ride quality of the finished bridge 

slab. The Engineer will use a 10-ft. straightedge (1/8 in. in 10 ft.) to 

verify ride quality and to determine locations where corrections are 

needed. If the Engineer determines that the ride quality is unacceptable, 

submit a plan for approval to produce a ride of acceptable quality. 

Make all corrections for ride before saw-cutting grooves. 

Saw-cut grooves in the hardened concrete of bridge slabs, bridge 

approach slabs, and direct-traffic culverts to produce the final texturing 

after completion of the required curing period. Cut grooves 

perpendicular to the structure centerline. Cut grooves continuously 

across the slab to within 18 in. of the barrier rail, curb, or median 

divider. At skewed metal expansion joints in bridge slabs, adjust 

groove cutting by using narrow-width cutting heads so that all grooves 

end within 6 in. of the joint, measured perpendicular to the centerline of 

the metal joint. Leave no ungrooved surface wider than 6 in. adjacent to 

either side of the joint. Ensure that the minimum distance to the first 

groove, measured perpendicular to the edge of the concrete joint or 

from the junction between the concrete and the metal leg of the joint, is 

1 in. Cut grooves continuously across construction joints or other joints 

in the concrete that are less than 1/2 in. wide. Apply the same 

procedure described above where barrier rails, curbs, or median 

dividers are not parallel to the structure centerline to maintain the 18-in. 

maximum dimension from the end of the grooves to the gutter line. Cut 

grooves continuously across formed concrete joints. 

When the plans call for a concrete overlay to be placed on the slab 

(new construction) or on prestressed concrete box beams or other 

precast elements, give a carpet drag, burlap drag, or broom finish to all 

concrete surfaces to be overlaid. Saw-grooving is not required in this 

case. Provide an average texture depth for the finish of approximately 

0.035 in. with no individual test falling below 0.020 in., unless 

otherwise shown on the plans, when tested in accordance with 

Tex-436-A. If the texture depth falls below what is intended, revise 

finishing procedures to produce the desired texture. 

When the plans require an asphalt seal, with or without overlay, on the 

slab (new construction), on prestressed concrete box beams, or on other 

precast elements, give all concrete surfaces to be covered a lightly 


