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Introduction

California has been grooving concrete pavements since the early 1960's to prevent accidents. A 1972 study (1) indicated that
grooving certain sections of roadway has yielded in a two year period a:

1. 20 percent reduction in total accidents
2. 50 percent reduction in fatal accidents
3. 70 percent reduction in wet pavement accidents

These results were based on thirty-nine roadway locations that had been grooved. It must be recognized that one of the reasons
for selecting the locations to be grooved was that these pavements exhibited high wet weather accident rates.
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